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Charlotte Mason Collection of archives, journals and books 
housed in the Armitt Library & Museum (UK). To learn more 
about this database or to search the digital collection, go to The 
Charlotte Mason Digital Collection. 

Your use of images from the Charlotte Mason Digital 
Collection is subject to a License . To publish images for 
commercial purposes, a license fee must be submitted and 
permission received prior to publication. To publish or present 
images for non-profit purposes, the owner, Redeemer University 
College, must be notified at cmdc@ redeemer. ca and submission 
of a copy of the context in which it was used also must be 
submitted to the owner at cmdc@ redeemer. ca. Credit lines, as 
specified in the License , must accompany both the commercial 
and non-profit use of each image. 

Unless you have obtained prior permission, you may not 
download an entire issue of a journal nor may you make multiple 
copies of any of the digital images. Higher resolution images are 
available. [Low resolution (150 dpi), single copy printing is 
permitted: High resolution images for publication can be 
purchased. Please contact Redeemer University College in 
writing as specified in the License to request high resolution 
images. 
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Museum, Redeemer University College owns the rights to the 
Digital Images (in jpg/pdf format) of the original archival 
documents and artifacts. The original Digital Images and 
database metadata are owned and maintained by Redeemer 
University College. Multiple images are bound together in PDF 
Packages. Click here to download the latest version of Adobe 
Reader for better viewing. In the PDF, click an image thumbnail 
to view it. 
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GARDEN GOSSIP. No. 4. 

A MUCH more flowery month is April than its predecessor, 
though the native daffodil comes in March before the 
swallows dare, a host of others, importations from Spain or 
South Europe, follow in April. They have, however, been 
so multiplied from seed, that it is difficult or impossible often 
to make out from what species they have been started. The 
large-flowered ones — Horsfteldii , Emperor, and Empress, are 
hardy enough for successful garden culture, and multiply 
till division is necessary ; the dwarf ones are more delicate* 
the little Hoop Petticoat ( Narcissus Bulbocodium ) is so 
charming that it tempts the grower much, but it needs a 
warm dry home and then often suffers. Another tiny one is 
very nearly as charming, and, in my garden, very hardy 
and prolific ; I believe it is Narcissus minor , they told me so 
at Kew; it is not mentioned in any of the gardening books 
available, and where it came from is unknown. My pre- 
decessor left it in this garden; there was one thick group 
about eighteen inches across a mass of pale flowers on stems 
three or four inches high in April, the bulbs seemed too 
hick, and when the leaves were ready to die down the entire 
ot was lifted and separated, each one was planted about 
three tnches apart in a line three or four deep, and they 
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Long ago Sir William Temple said : “ In every garden 
four things are necessary to be provided for — flowers, fruit, 


shade, and water, and whoever lays out a garden without 
all these, must not pretend it in any perfection.” For the 
last two, shade and water, one has little chance of any per- 
fection if they be not there already before the garden is laid 
out ; in other words, the natural situation of a garden is half 
and more than half the battle. Artificially produced water 
is nothing in effect to natural water ; how fine is the sight 
of a garden sloping down to a lake and seen from thence, 
or even to a river, but in this case it is necessary that the 
garden be lifted above the flood water for any permanence of 
beauty. A blue river or a foaming rock-broken river is the 
loveliest of backgrounds to a flower bed, and when in April 
breezes the daffodils dance there in unison with the water — 


“ The poet’s heart with pleasure fills, 
And dances with the daffodils.” 


Shade too can scarce be made effective in a man’s lifetime, 
and is best found ready-made and self-made. The planter 
of an oak must do it in faith and for his children's children 

S. Armitt. 


